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REPORT  OF  THE 
MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

to  the  Borough  of  Tiverton 
For  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1951. 


II,  St.  Peter  Street 


Tiverton, 


May^  igS2. 


Gentlemen, 

I  liave  the  honour  to  lay  before  you  my  Annual  Report 
on  the  Health  of  the  District  for  the  year  ending  31st 
December,  1951. 

Area.  Although  the  Boiough  covers  an  area  ot  17,680 
acres,  the  Town  itself  covers  300  acres  only. 

Population.  11,210. 

Inhabited  Houses.  Number  in  1951  was  3,319. 
Rateable  Value  is  ^^72,262. 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate.  ^288  4s.  6d. 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics. 


Total.  Males.  Females. 


I4'6  per  1000 


Birth  Rate  ; 


Still  Births 


2 


I 


Rate  per  1000 
Births  I2'i 


(Total  Live  and  Still  Births) 


Illegitimate  Still  Births,  Nil 
Corrected  Birth  Rate  I5’7 


Deaths 


Death  Rate  : 
1 3'7  per  1000 


Corrected  Death  Rate 


12-9  per  1000 
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Deaths  from  Preg'nancy  and  Childbirth,  o  ;  Puerperal 
Sepsis,  o  ;  other  causes,  o. 

Death  rate  of  Infants  under  i  year  of  ag'e.  All  infants 
per  I  ooo  live  births,  15  0. 

Illegitimate  infants  under  i  year,  Nil. 

Deaths  from  Measles  ...  ...  Nil 

,,  Whooping  Cough  .  3 

,,  Diarrhoea  ..  ..  Nil 

The  Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  I2'5,  and 
the  Birth  Rate  I5’5-  Phe  Infatitile  Death  Rate  for  England 
and  Wales  was  29'6  per  1000  live  Births. 

Deaths  from  Cancer,  17  ;  a  fall  of  7  on  1950. 

Stomach — Males  2  ;  Females  Nil 
Lung — Males  4;  Females  Nil 
Other  Sites — -Males  6;  Females  5 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area. 

1  —  Nursing  in  the  Home.  No  change. 

2  —  Domiciliary  Midwifery  is  carried  out  by  the  two 
District  Nurses. 

3 —  Laboratory  Facilities.  There  are  two  in  the  Area 
— the  County  Laboratory  and  that  connected  with  the  Royal 
Devon  &  Exeter  Hospital. 

4 —  Hospitals.  Fhe  old  Joint  Board  Isolation  Hospital 
has  now  been  taken  over  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  for 
the  reception  of  recovery  cases.  Infectious  cases  are  sent  to 
Whipton  Isolation  Hospital  where  acce:)mmodation  is  \ery 
adequate. 
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Tiverton  and  District  Hospital  deals  witli  Surgical, 
Medical  and  Maternity  cases.  I'here  are  50  beds,  1 1  of 
which  are  devoted  to  Maternity  cases.  Bookings  are 
carried  out  by  the  County  Medical  Officer. 

A  Tuberculosis  Clinic  is  now  held  at  the  above 
Hospital  twice  monthly. 

5 — Institutional  Provision  for  Unmarried  Mothers. 
None  in  the  Area, 


6— Ambulance  Facilities.  No  change. 


7 — Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres  : — 

Out-patient  departments  (under  control  of  the 
Local  Authority)  —  School  Minor  Ailments, 
b'riday  morning,  9  to  10  am.;  Wednesdays, 
S.M.O.  in  attendance,  9  to  12  noon. 

Maternity  &  Child  Welfare  Centre.  This  Centre 
is  open  weekly  on  Wednesdays,  2  to  4  p.m. 

Ante-natal  Clinic  at  the  Tiverton  and  District 
Hospital  on  I'uesdays,  3  p.m. 


The  attendances  for  1951  were  as  follows  : — 


Total  infants  attending  for  first  time 


y  y 


y  y 


y  y 


y  y 

y  y 


...  ... 

106 

g  for  first  time  . . . 

22 

-Mothers 

343 

Infants 

106 

1  to  5  years 

237 

-Mothers 

2400 

Infants 

1897 

I  to  5  years 

679 
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The  Mothers  and  Children  have  had  supervision  and 
advice  both  at  the  Welfare  weekly  by  the  Medical  Officer 
and  the  Health  Visitor,  and  in  their  houses  by  the  Health 
Visitor.  Simple  treatment  has  been  g'iven  where  considered 
sufficient,  in  other  cases  the  mothers  were  referred  to  their 
private  doctor  for  treatment. 

The  Orthopedic  Clinic  was  held  on  49  Tuesdays 
during  the  year — 24  sessions  by  the  Surgeon  and  34  by  the 
after-care  Sister. 


Number  on  Register,  1/1/51  .  . 

300 

,,  31/12/51  ••• 

329 

Sessions  held 

65 

New  Cases 

327 

Discharges 

298 

Admitted  to  Hospital 

37 

Average  weekly  attendance 

27.7 

Number  of  Attendances 

1333 

Admissions  : — Adults 

CO 

,,  I.T.B. 

2 

School  Age 

44 

Infants 

23 

327 


Some  of  the  elder  patients  have  been  trained  at  St. 
Loye’s  College  for  the  Disabled,  in  connection  with  the 
Clinic,  the  aim  being  the  complete  rehabilitation  of  the 
patients. 
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Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious  and  other 

Diseases. 

Scabies.  Only  an  occasional  case  reported. 

Diphtheria  Immunization.  Vaccination  procedure 
administered  by  County  Council  and  a  Clinic  is  held 
for  this  purpose  on  three  Wednesdays  each  month. 
Other  cases  are  dealt  with  by  local  doctors  at  their 
surg^eries. 

Tuberculosis.  New  Cases  and  Mortality  in  1951. 

NEW  CASES.  DEATHS. 

Age  Period.  Pulmonary,  Non-Pulmonary.  Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary 

ME  ME  MEME 

O 

I 

5 

10 

£5 

20  I 

£5_ I 

35  _ I _ £ _ L _ 

45 ^ 

55 _ 2  I _ I _ I _ I 

65  and  ver  i 

Totals  5 


2 


2 


3 


I 


Scarlet  Puerperal  Whooping  Acute  Diph- 

Age  Period  Fever  Dysentery  Pyrexia  Pneumonia  Erysipelas  Measles  Cough  Poliomyelitis  Typhoid  theria 

Paralytic/Non 

Under  i  year  21  i 
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Notifiable 


Diseases. 


Age  Incidence. 
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Neither  of  the  cases  of  diplitheria  had  received 
inoculation. 

Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis  Regula¬ 
tions,  1925).  No  action  taken. 

Public  Health  Act,  1925,  No  action  taken. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

GEORGE  NICHOLSON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
to  the  Bopough  of  Tiverton 
1st  January  to  31st  December,  1951. 


Sanitary  Inspector’s  Office, 

Town  Hall,  Tiverton. 

May, 

To  His  Worship  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 

OF  THE  Tiverton  Borough  Council. 

Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  bring  to  your  notice  my  sixth  Annual 
Report  dealing  with  my  duties  tor  the  year  1951. 

The  housing  programme  has  made  such  strides  this 
year  that  it  has  at  last  been  found  possible  to  make  a 
start  on  Slum  Clearance  and  the  Council  is  awaiting  the 
conclusion  of  arrangements  for  the  Clearance  of  Pinkstones 
Court. 

Only  three  of  the  total  of  15  houses  in  this  Court  were 
still  occupied  and  the  empty  houses  are  creating  conditions 
prejudicial  to  public  health  and  are  a  serious  nuisance,  and 
the  only  satisfactory  method  ot  dealing  with  these  conditions 
is  to  clear  the  site. 

I  ho[)e  the  Council  will  be  able  to  progressively  tackle 
the  problem  ot  Slum  Clearance  in  the  Town  from  now  on 
and  hope  after  1952  the  rate  of  clearance  can  be  accelerated. 

The  number  ot  applicants  on  the  Council’s  Points  Scheme 
remains  constant  around  323. 
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I  note  there  are  no  longer  the  large  families  living  in 
overcrowded  conditions  in  the  poorest  type  of  house  winch 
was  a  feature  of  the  housing  list  in  the  early  days  lollowing 
the  end  of  the  war. 

However,  there  are  still  many  young  married  couples 
sharing  accommodation  with  relatives  and  this  lack  of  a 
separate  home  is  possibly  as  detrimental  to  health  and 
happiness  as  living  in  a  dark,  damp  house  in  a  court. 

My  late  assistant,  Mr.  A.  Nex,  obtained  his  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  qualification  in  May,  1951,  and  proved  most 
useful  in  commencing  a  systematic  inspection  of  all  food 
premises.  Unfortunately,  he  soon  obtained  an  appointment 
as  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector  to  a  neighbouring  authority 
and  so  put  an  end  to  any  furthur  systematic  inspection  of 
food  premises. 

Following  my  usual  practice,  I  again  carried  out  ante¬ 
mortem  and  post-mortem  inspecti(^n  of  all  animals  at  the 
Borough  Abattoir,  a  total  of  4,605  animals.  Approximately 
10  tons  of  meat  and  offal  was  condemned  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption. 

In  addition,  I  visited  local  food  shops  and  condemned 
approximately  tons  of  tinned  and  other  foodstuffs  as  unfit 
for  human  consumption  and  disposed  of  same  for  animal  and 
fish  feeding  where  suitable. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 


Water  Supply. 


(i)  The  water  supply  for  the  Town  has  been  satisfactory 
in  quality  and  quantity. 
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(2)  Bacteriological  examinations  have  been  made  at 
regular  monthly  intervals  of  the  treated  water  going 
into  supply.  Water  from  the  Allers  supply  (source 
springs  at  Norwood  Common,  supplemented  by  pump¬ 
ing  from  River  Exe)  is  both  filtered  and  chlorinated. 
Water  from  the  Warnicombe  supply  is  only  chlor¬ 
inated. 

(3)  The  waters  have  no  plumbo-sol vent  action. 

(4)  No  contamination  during  year. 

(5)  The  number  of  dwelling  houses  in  the  Borough 
and  population  supplied  from  public  mains  are  3,032 
houses,  11,210  population.  The  water  is  piped  in 
direct  to  approximately  2,492  houses,  whilst  approx¬ 
imately  540  houses  are  supplied  by  means  of  stand 
pipes.  These  latter  houses  being  situated  principally 
in  Courts. 


Results  of  Sampling. 


Source  of  Supply 

No.  of  Samples 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Allers  Public  Main 

13 

13 

— 

Warnicombe  Public 

Main 

12 

12 

— 

P'arms  and  other 

premises 

32 

4 

28 

Inspection  and 

Supervision 

of  Meat  and 

Foods. 

262  Visits  of  Inspection  were  made  to  the  Council’s 
Abattoir  for  the  purposes  of  Meat  Inspection.  Ante-mortem 
is  a  regular  feature  of  the  meat  inspection  service. 
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Tiie  following  table  shows  the  numbers  of  animals 
slaughtered  at  the  Public  Abattoir  during  the  year  and 
gives  details  of  meat  and  oflfal  condemned  as  diseased 
or  unsound  :  — 


Cattle 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  ... 

353 

138 

1156 

2826 

132 

Number  Inspected 

>  > 

5  5 

All  Diseases  except  T.B. — 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

3 

4 

18 

97 

5 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  ... 

244 

83 

14 

455 

8 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than  T.B. 

6997 

63  04 

2-76 

19-46 

9 '85 

Tuberculosis  Only — 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

I 

6 

2 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  ... 

8 

28 

2 

_ 

3 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  Tuberculosis 

2-55 

24-63 

0-35 

— 

2-27 

Note — Included  in  the  total  number  of  sheep  received  at  the 
Slaughter  House  were  38  dressed  carcases,  and  of  the 
calves,  one  dressed  carcase. 


Beef. 

No.  of  Carcases.  Disease.  Weight. 

lbs. 

I  General  Dropsy  280 

I  Septicaemia  and  Dropsy  413 

3  Septicaemia  1303 

I  Inflammation  436 

I  Acute  Fever,  Pneumonia  and  Pleurisy  352 


7  2784  lbs. 
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Beef  (continued) 


Parts  of  Carcases. 

Disease. 

Weight 

lbs. 

I  Hind-quarter 

Injury  and  Supperation 

159 

Part  Fore-quarter 

Ulcer 

20 

Part  Flank 

Adhesions  and  Dropsical 

Inflammation 

H 

I  Side 

Extensive  Bruising  and 

Dropsy 

199 

392  lbs. 

Offal. 

Various 

4201  lbs. 

Beef  (Tuberculosis). 

No.  of  Carcases 

Disease 

Weight 

lbs. 

7 

Generalised  T.B. 

3475  Ihs- 

Parts  of  Carcases. 

Disease 

Weight 

lbs. 

Part  Fore-quarter 

Generalised  T.B. 

35 

Hind-quarter 

>  >  n 

^35 

170  lbs. 

Offal. 

T.B. 

1656  lbs. 

tons  cwts.  qrs.  lbs. 

Total  Wei^lit  of  Beef  Condemned  30317 


>  1 


Total  Weight  of  Offal 


2 


12 


I 


5 


i6 


Calves. 


No.  of  Carcases  Disease. 

Weight 

lbs. 

1 

Septicaemia 

52 

5 

Umbilical  Pyaeinia 

269 

I 

Inflam  mation 

46 

3 

Immature 

71 

I 

Immature  and  Joint  Ill 

33 

3 

Immature  and  Dropsical 

86 

1 

Acute  Fever  and  Dropsy 

55 

I 

Acute  Fever 

36 

I 

General  Dic:)psy,  Broken  Ribs  and 

I  nj  u  ry 

23 

I 

Entero  Toxaemia 

40 

18 

71 1  lbs. 

Parts  of  Carcases 

Hind-qiiarter  &  Part  Injury 

54 

Hind  Leg 

&  Part  Injury 

12 

66  lbs. 


Offal. 

Various 

205  lbs. 

Calves  (Tuberculosis). 

No.  of  Carcases 

Disease 

Weight 

lbs. 

2 

Tuberculosis 

123  lbs. 

Offal. 

T.B. 

35  Jbs. 

cwts.  qrs.  lbs. 

Total  Weight 

of  Veal  Condemned 

804 

Total  Weight  of  Offal  Condemned  2  o  i6 
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Shehp. 


No,  of 

Dlieasa 

W.lght 

Carcases 

lbs. 

1 1 

Inflammation 

643 

3 

Inflammation  and  General  Dropsy 

148 

2 

,,  Ill  Bled 

142 

I 

,,  Acute  Fever 

55 

I 

,,  Gangrenous  Pneumonia 

58 

4 

,,  Acute  Fever 

203 

8 

Fever  and  Deep  and  Extensive  Bruising 

142 

9 

Acute  Fever 

423 

2 

,,  and  Dropsy 

1 10 

2 

,,  and  Pneumonia 

100 

I 

Septicaemia  and  Jaundice 

51 

8 

n 

507 

I 

,,  and  Bruising 

50 

I 

Gangrenous  and  Septicaemia 

58 

8 

Septic  Metritis 

439 

3 

Pyaemia 

140 

I 

Umbilical  Pyaemia 

29 

2 

Dropsy 

99 

6 

Dropsy  and  Emaciation 

230 

I 

,,  Injuries 

42 

I 

,,  Parturition 

49 

I 

,,  Jaundice 

72 

4 

Dropsy,  Ill  Bled  atid  Badly  Set 

232 

4 

Gangrenous  Pneumonia 

280 

I 

Ureamia 

44 

2 

Ill  Bled  and  Moribund 

147 

4 

Pregnancy  Toxaemia 

183 

I 

Entero  Toxaemia 

49 

I 

Parturition  Injuries 

46 

I 

Multiple  Tumours 

48 

I 

Septic  Acute  Lobar  Pneumonia 

57 

I 

Septic  Pneumonia 

66 

97 


4942  lbs. 


Sheep  (continued) 


Parts  of  Carcases. 

Disease 

Weight 

lbs. 

Hind-quarters 

Inflammation 

85 

5  ? 

Sinous  Inflammation 

2  1 

y  } 

Acute  Serous  Inflammation 

37 

)  > 

Dropsy 

39 

>  f 

Septic  Mammitis 

33 

» ) 

Injuries  following  Parturition 

58 

} } 

Injuries 

54 

Fore-quarters 

Pneumonia  and  Pleurisy 

39 

y  ’ 

Gangrenous  Pneumonia 

19 

y  y 

Injuries 

43 

Leg 

Extensive  Bruising  and  Fever 

3 

Legs 

Injury 

7 

y  f 

Abscess 

6 

Part  Leg 

'  y 

1 1 

Arthritis 

2 

Flanks 

Dropsy 

9 

) ) 

Inflammation 

10 

Breast 

Abscess 

5 

Loin 

Bruising 

4 

Side 

Septic  Mastitis 

43 

Shoulders 

I  nj  u  ry 

1 1 

Shoulder  &  Neck 

Abscess 

7 

Part  Legs  &  Back 

Dropsy 

8 

Side  &  Shoulder 

Extensive  Bruising  and  Fever 

22 

Neck  &  Leg 

V  M  >  > 

6 

Side  &  Part  Leg 

1  ?  1  »  »  > 

17 

Hd-qts.  &  Shoulders  ,,  ,,  ,, 

23 

I.egs  &  Shoulders 

y  y  y  y  »  » 

20 

642  lbs. 

Offal.  Various 

1823  lbs. 

ons  cwts. 

qrs.  lbs 

Total  Weight  of  Mutton  Condemned  2  9 

3  12 

1 6 


Total  Weight  of  Offal  Condemned 


1 


3 
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Pigs. 


No.  of 

Carcases  Disease 

Weight 

lbs. 

I 

Acute  Broncho  Pneumonia 

84 

I 

,,  ,,  ,,  and  Fever 

54 

2 

Acute  Inflammation 

355 

I 

Septicaemia 

170 

5 

663  lbs. 

Parts  of 

Carcases. 

Hind- 

quarters  Injury 

52 

Leg 

10 

62  lbs. 

Offal.  Various 

80  lbs. 

>) 

Tuberculosis 

66  lbs. 

Total  Weight  of  Pork  Condemned 


cwts.  qrs,  lbs. 

6  I  25 


Total  Weight  of  Offal  Condemned  i  i  6 


Unsound  Food.  93  visits  made  to  shops  for  the 
purpose  of  inspection  and  condemnation  of  Unsound  Food 
and  premises  inspected  for  contraventions  of  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 


The  following  is  a  list  of  food  condemned : 
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Description 

Weight 

lbs. 

Description 

Weight 

lbs. 

Brought  for. 

1914^ 

Tinned  Milk 

Bottled  Fruit 

4 

n 

Soup 

106 

Pkts.  Cereals 

74 

>  j 

Vegetables 

i55i 

,,  Ryvita 

I 

9  J 

Fruit  Juice 

,,  Tea 

84 

9  9 

F  ruit 

295i 

Suet 

12^ 

) » 

Jam 

44 

Veal 

24 

» j 

Marmalade 

2 

Pork 

258 

j  > 

Fish 

3I3J 

Beef 

160 

>  > 

Meat 

I22J 

Mutton 

60^ 

>  > 

Ham 

75ot 

Fish 

672 

Jar  Marmalade 

I 

Fruit  (dried) 

30 

Carr.  for.  1914^ 

Total 

3224I 

Total 

Weight  of 

Food  Condemned — 

I  ton,  8 

cwts.,  3  qrs.,  4  lbs., 

12  OZS. 

Ice  Cream. 


Inspections  of  Ice  Cream  Dealers’  Premises 
Samples  purchased  for  Examination  ... 


Samples 

placed 

in 

Grade 

I 

«  •  • 

7 ) 

)  7 

)  7 

7  7 

2 

•  *  • 

77 

77 

77 

3 

•  •  • 

n 

7  7 

77 

7  7 

4 

«  •  « 

31 

2 

3 


29 

36 


In  all  cases  of  results  placed  in  Grades  2,  3  and 

4,  advisory  visits  were  made  for  the  purpose  of  ascer¬ 
taining^  and  advising  on  faulty  technique. 
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A  steady  effort  was  made  to  secure  improvements 
in  the  structural  and  hyg-ieuic  conditions  of  food  premises 
in  the  Boroug-h,  consistent  with  the  requirements  of  the 
Food  and  Orugs  Act,  1938. 

Shops  Act.  75  visits  and  inspections  were  made 
to  enforce  the  provisions  relating  to  proper  sanitary 
accommodation,  washing  facilities,  heating  and  ventilation, 
seating  for  female  assistants. 


Summary  of  Inspections  made  during  the  Year. 


Factories  Act  ..  ..  ..  12 

Food  Shops  re  Condemned  Food  ...  93 

Shops  Act  and  Inspections,  Food  &  Drugs  75 
Slaughterhouse  ...  ...  ...  262 

Dairies  ...  ..„  ...  ...  5 

Rodent  Control  ...  ...  ...  75 

Council’s  Points  Scheme  — 

Inspections  ...  ...  ..  157 

Re-visits  ...  ...  ...  74 

Water  Samples  taken — 

Public  Mains  ...  ...  25 

Other  Premises  and  Farms  ...  32 

Ice  Cream  Inspections  “  ...  ...  29 

Samples  taken  ...  ..  36 

Caravans  ...  ...  ...  28 

Petroleum  ...  ...  ...  75 

Disinfection,  Disinfestation  ...  ...  15 

Inspections  re  Complaints  ...  ...  164 

Re-visits  ...  ...  ...  iio 

Keeping  of  Animals  ...  ...  3 

Infectious  Diseases  ..  ...  7 

Drainage  Inspections  and  Tests  ...  33^ 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  33 


Total  Visits  1648 


22 


Factories  in  Detail.  Inspection. 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

(1)  (2) 

on 

Register 

(3) 

Inspections 

(4) 

Written 

Notices 

(5) 

Occupiers 
Prosecuted 
(6)  (7) 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sec.  I,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are 

25 

Nil 

to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

(ii)  Factories  not  in¬ 

cluded  in  (i)  in  which 

9 

3 

Sec.  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in 

86 

24 

Nil 

Nil 

u  hich  Sec.  7  is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

13 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Total 

124 

33 

3 

Nil 

Cashs  in  which  Defects  were  Found. 


No.  of  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  Found 

Number  of 
Cases  in 

Particulars 

(1)  (2) 

Found 

(3) 

Remedied 

(4) 

Refei 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 
(5) 

rred — 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 
(6) 

which 
Prosecu¬ 
tions  were 
Instituted 
(7)  (8) 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

5 

5 

— 

— 

-  - 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  - 

Unreasonable  Temp. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

-  — 

I  n  adequate  Ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

-  - 

Ineffective  Drainage  of 
FI  00  rs 

3 

3 

Sanitary  Convs. — 

(a)  Insufficient 

5 

5 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
Defective 

I 

I 

(c)  Not  Separate  for 
Sexes 

I 

I 

Other  Offences  ag'ainst 
the  Act  (ncff  including 
Offences  relating'  to 
Out-work 

2 

2 

2 

Total 

^7 

17 

2 

— 

-  - 
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Out-Work.  Number  of  Out-workers  required  by 
Sect,  no — 

Wearing  Apparel  (Making,  etc.,  Cleaning,  Washing)  31 
Lace,  Lace  Curtains  and  Nets  ...  ...  ...  14 

Umbrellas,  etc..  Mops  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 


Rodent  Control. 

The  end  of  1951  saw  the  termination  of  the  arrangement 
with  the  Rural  District  Council  for  a  joint  rodent  service  and 
each  authority  now  employs  its  own  operator,  which  should 
permit  the  Borough  Council  to  carry  on  systematic  search  in 
its  district  as  required  by  the  Damage  by  Pests  Acts,  1949. 

422  properties  were  inspected,  necessitating  132  treat¬ 
ments.  The  bi-annual  treatments  to  the  Council’s  sewcrs 
were  carried  out  and  infestation  has  been  reduced  to  a  few 
streets  in  which  the  sewers  are  of  very  old  construction  As 
a  result  of  the  reduction  in  numbers  of  rats  in  the  sewers 
and  the  steady  repair  ot  defective  drainage  connections  over 
the  past  six  years,  surface  infestation  from  this  source  has 
almost  entirely  ceased  to  exist. 

By  the  skilful  use  of  gin  traps  permanently  kept  on  the 
many  waterways  abounding  in  Tiverton,  Mr.  Luxon  has 
managed  to  trap  rats  attempting  to  enter  the  built-up  area 
of  the  town.  In  the  case  of  one  particular  trap  sited  near 
the  Ailsa  Brook,  over  260  rats  have  been  reim)ved  since  the 
commencement  of  its  use  three  years  ago. 

'The  Council’s  rodent  service  is  such  that  the  l(')cal 
farmeis  insist  on  employing  the  Council  to  rid  their  piemises 
of  rats  rather  than  go  to  the  local  servicing  companies  or  to 
the  Devon  Agriculture  Kxecutive  Committee.  In  my  opinion, 
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ill  order  to  have  an  efficient  economic  service  tor  searching- 
out  rat  infestation,  it  is  imperative  to  have  an  effective  killing 
organisation,  and  it  is  absurd  for  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
to  expect  to  divorce  the  two  functions. 

.Petroleum  (Consolidation)  Act,  1928. 

50  Licenses  were  re-issued  for  the  storage  of  55,550 
gallons  of  Petroleum  Spirit,  6,380  gallons  ot  Petroleum 
and  other  Oils,  and  41,930  gallons  of  Petroleum  Mixtures. 

Three  premises  were  inspected  and  advice  given  on 
installation  of  further  storage  tanks  and  pumps. 

50  premises  re-visited  in  respect  of  annual  licensing. 

Three  licenses  issued  for  storage  of  Carbide  of  Calcium. 

Explosives  Act,  1875. 

19  applications  were  received  for  the  registration 
of  premises  for  the  storage  of  gunpowder  and  mixed 
explosives.  The  premises  ot  all  applicants  were  inspected 
and  reports  made  to  the  General  I’urposes  Committee. 

19  Certificates  of  Registration  were  granted. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  reiterate  the  pleasure  1  have 
derived  in  the  performance  of  my  duties  and  to  pay  tribute 
to  the  very  efficient  manner  in  which  Miss  Newton  has 
carried  out  the  office  duties. 

I  remain,  Yours  faithfully, 

CHARLES  JEFFRIES,  m.s.i.a.,  c.r.s  i.. 
Borough  Sanitary  Tnshector . 


